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SUMMARY

Chilenias inkata, a new Boarmiid moth with an apterous female,
apparently adapted for existence in an arid environment, is described
and figured from Hnaast Bluft, Central Australia. Iis life history on
common mulga (Acacia anewra) is outlined, and some aboriginal
Australian beliefs about its larvae are given.

INTRODUCTION

During field work with the University of Adelaide Anthropologieal
Expedition to Haast Bluff Station, in the Western MacDonnell Ranges,
Central Australia, Angust, 1957, many Boarmiid larvae were noticed
feeding on the needle-like phyllodes of nulga, Adcacic anecura,

Wheun disturbed either by such sounds as the clapping of hands,
by shouting, or by throwing a stick into the trees, many hundreds of
the larvae would drop down suddenly from the branches on long
silken threads so that the tree instantly seemed to develop a silken
aura. The etfect was speetacular when many larvae were present.
These larvae would remain suspended perhaps three to six feet from
their previous perches. After an imterval as long as 10 or 15 minuntes
they would haul themselves up again to their feeding positions.

Observations were made, specimens of the larvae placed in KAAD
golution, and, prior to returmng to Adelaide, some 25 live larvae were
collected on 5th September, 1957. By this date they were far fewer
in nnmbers. Those taken alive all appeared to be in the last larval
instar and were from 20 to 25 mm. in length, with head diameters
approaching or slhightly exceeding 3 mm. In Adelaide these larvae
were fed on pliyllodes of mulga which had been kept fresh in a humid
atmosphere until required.









134 RECORDS OF THE S.A. MUSEUM

T

Fig. 1-5. Chlenias inkata Tindale. Tig. 1, male, Haast Bluff, Central Australia, 2,000ft.;

Fig. 2, female, same details; Fig, 3, larva of last tustar, September, 1957; Fig. 4,

anterior view of head; Fig. 5, pupa of a male (where a seale is shown alongside a drawing
it is to be read in millimetres).
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